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IN exercise of the powers conferred on the Minister responsible for
Petroleum by subsections (1) and (2) of section 94 of the Petroleum
(Exploration and Production) Act, 2016 (Act 919), these Regulations
are made this 14th day of November, 2017.

Purpose and Application
Purpose

1. The purpose of these Regulations is to

(a) prevent the adverse effects of petroleum activities on health,
safety and the environment;

(b) provide the minimum health, safety and environment
requirements for contractors, sub-contractors, licensees, the
Corporation and any other person engaged mn a petroleum
activity;

(¢) promote high standards for health, safety and the environ-
ment in carrying out a petroleum activity;

(d) ensure systematic implementation of measures to comply
with requirements and achieve set goals in applicable working
environment and safety standards; and

(e) contribute to the development and improvement of health,
safety and environmental standards.

Application
2. (1) These Regulations apply to petroleum activities within the scope
of the Act.
(2) Despite subregulation (1), regulations 35 to 48 do not apply to
offshore petroleum activities.

Management Systemn

Duty to develop a management system

3. (1) A contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any other
person engaged in a petroleum activity shall develop, maintain and imple-
ment 2 management system to ensure compliance with these Regulations.

.
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(2) The contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall follow up the
developed management system for continuous improvement.

(3) The contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity, shall ensure that represen-
tatives of the employees are informed of the management system
developed under subregulation (1).

(4) The contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall ensure that employees
and their representatives are given the opportunity to participate in health,
safety and environmental matters.

(5) The contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall ensure that

(a) employees contributz to the development and maintenance
of management systems;

(b) employees participate in the monitoring and continuous
improvement process; and

(c) any party subject to an administrative decision informs the
representatives of the employee of the administrative
decision.

Qualification and foilow-up of persons engaged in petrolenm activity
4. (1) When entering into a contract, a contractor, sub-contractor,
licensee or the Corporation shall ensure that persons engaged in a petro-
leum activity
() are qualified to fulfil the regulatory requirements relating to
health, safety and the environment; and
(b) comply with the regulatory requirements when performing
the petroleurn activity.

(2) A contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall ensure that a person
who carries out work on behalf of the contractor, sub-contractor,
licensee, Corporation or any other person engaged in a petroleum activity
has the requisite competence to carry out the work in a prudent and safe
manner. :
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(3) An operator shall ensure that

(a) any deficiencies in management of health, safety and the
environment by persons engaged in a petroleum activity are
corrected; and

(b) the necessary adjustments are made with respect to the
management systems of the operator and that of persons
engaged in a petroleum activity, to ensure the necessary
uniformity.

Verification :

5. (1) A contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall carry out verification
of new installations and modifications, and ensure third party verifica-
tions are carried out for all critical components.

(2) The contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the CGrpt:-ratlon or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall in compliance with
requirements of these Regulations, determine

(a) the scope of verifications, and
(b) the method of verification.
(3) For the purpose of this regulation, “critical component” means
(a) a component of the assembly devoid of redundancy, or
(b) an auxiliary restraining device,
whose failure may cause the failure of the whole structure or a significant
part of the structure.

Training of Ghanaians

6. Upon request from the Commission, a contractor, sub-contractor,
licensee, the Corporation or any other person engaged in a petroleum
actvity shall provide health, safety and environment training opportunities
for Ghanaians at their plants and facilities for the purpose of on-the-job
training and practical attachment programmes.

Creneral Provisfons

General health and safety requirements
7. (1) A contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall
{a) maintain an office in the country that, on an independent
basis, is capable of ensuring that petroleum activity is carried
out in accordance with these Regulations;

A
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(b) promote a positive health, safety and environment culture
in all phases and activity areas, to minimise risk and
improve health, safety and the environment;

(c) ensure that a management system contributes to compliance
with these Regulations and is continuously identifying and
reducing risks; and

(d) before entering into a contract, ensure that the persons
assigned to perform work directly or indirectly, understand
and are qualified to fulfil the relevant requirements of these
Regulations.

(2) A contractor, licensee or the Corporation shall ensure that the
operator complies with these Regulations.

(3) A contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall ensure that

(a) activities are conducted in a manner that is acceptable un-
der these Regulations, based both on an individual and an
overall assessment of all factors of relevance for planning
and implementation of the activity as regards health, safety
and the environment; and

(b) an employee

(i) understands the duty to contribute to the preven-
tion of accident and ill-health;

(i) is given proper and adequate training; and

(i) is provided with information on health risks and
risk of accidents on the work to be performed.

Health and safety plan
8. (1) A contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any

other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall
() have a health and safety plan that is adapted to the scope of
the petroleum activity; and
(b) submit the health and safety plan to the Commussion not
later than three months before the commencement of activity
in accordance with subregulation (2) of regulation 171.
(2) The health and safety plan shall stipulate and further develop
objectives and strategies to improve health and safety in accordance with
technological developments, applicable laws and best international

practice.
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(3) The objectives of the health and safety plan shall be expressed in
~-h a manner that the degree of achievement can be assessed.

(4) The health and safety plan shall also include information on
the following:
(a) targets;
(b) training and competence development;
(c) organisational arrangements;
(d) performance standards;
(e) waste management; and
() emergency preparedness and response for the relevant
" petroleum activity.

(5) The contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall ensure agreement and,
if applicable, harmonisation between short-term and long-term objectives
in all relevant arcas of activity, at different levels and between those
engaged in the petroleum activities.

(6) The contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall prepare a revised health
and safety plan,

. (a) in case of any significant modification, change or new stage
of existing petroleum activity not already catered for in an
existing health and safety plan or safety case; and

(b) in any event, within one year of the submission of the most
recently submitted health and safety plan.

(7) WHen preparing the Health and Safety Plan, the contractor,
licensee, sub-contractor, Corporation or any other person engaged in a
petroleum activity shall give consideration to the specific nature of the
activities, local conditions and operational assumptions.

Risk reduction principles
9. (1) A contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any

other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall take steps to eliminate -

or reduce risks or hazards to people, the environment or assets in accordance
with these Regulations and in compliance with best industry practices.
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(2) In the event of insufficient knowledge about the potential
effects of technical, operational or organisational solutions on health,
safety or the environment, the contractor, sub-contractar, licensee, the
Corporation or any other person engaged in a petroleum actwlty shall
adopt solutions that reduce the uncertainty.

(3) A contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall replace factors that
could cause harm to people, damage to the environment or assets in a
petroleum activity, with factors that, in an overall assessment, have less
potential for harm or damage.

(4) A contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall carry out risk assess-
ments during all phases of petroleum activities.

(5) For the purpose of subregulation (3), “factors” include materials,
equipment and procedures.

Safety Case

10. (1) A contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall prepare and submit
to the Commission, a Safety Case not later than six months before the
commencement of operation or decommissioning of a petroleum facihty.

(2) A Safety Case submitted in accordance with subregulation (1)
shall indicate

(a)-a description of the petroleum f'acmty

(b) the technical and other control measures:

(¢) risk and emergency preparedness analysis conducted in
accordance with regulation 156;

(d) relevant information relating to the part of the management
system that is designed to ensure compliance with appli-
cable health and safety legislation and at continuously
identifying and reducing risks to a level as low as possible at
petroleum facilities; and

(e) an emergency preparedness plan prepared in accordance
with regulation 157.
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(3) A contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall during operations
follow up the conditions established in the Safety Case.

(4) The Safety Case shall ensure implementation of the manage-
ment system and enhance health and safety performance in compliance
with relevant enactments.

(5) Despite subregulation (1), the Commission may request a con-
tractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any other person
engaged in a petroleum activity to submit a bridging document in rela-
tion to one or more Safety Cases or health and safety plans.

(6) A Safety Case shall

(a) relate to a specific petroleum facility or proposed petroleum
facility in a specified location;

(b) correlate with the petroleum facility or proposed petroleum
facility and the activity to be carried out at the facility;

(c) be prepared in consultation with an independent and
competent person and-the workers on the facility; and

(d) be a true reflection of the state of safety arrangements for
an existing or proposed petroleum facility.

(7) Where there is a significant modification, change or new stage
of existing petroleum facilities not already catered for in an existing
Safety Case, the contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or
any other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall submit a revised
Safety Case to the Commission within six months of the modification,
change or introduction of the new stage of existing petroleum facility or
in any event, within five years of the submission of the most recently
submitted Safety Case.

(8) For the purposes of subregulation (7), “significant modifica-
tion” means a major alteration or significant deviation from the
original design of the petroleum facility that may have health, safety and
environmental implications.

EE—— _——___
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Use of English langunage
11. The medium of communication and instruction in the petroleum
activity shall be the English language.

General Requirements on Design and Operation of Petroleum Facility

Choice of development concept

12. (1) A contractor, sub-contractor, licensee or the Corporation shall,
in choosing a development concept, comply with the provisions of these
Regulations and take into consideration the following:

(a) major accident risk;

(&) type of operation;

(c) risk of environmental damage;

(d) geographical location;

(e) location conditions;

(f) reservoir properties;

() regulatory requirements;

(k) lifetime of the facility;

(i) any subsequent removal; and

(7) need to develop new technology.

(2) The contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or
any other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall ensure that

(a) the design, construction and installation of petroleum
facilities are executed in a manner that ensures that petro-
leum facilities can be operated and removed in a safe and
prudent manner; and -

(b) subsea facilities and pipeline systems are designed,
constructed and installed in a manner that ensures that the
subsea facilities and pipeline systems can withstand
mechanical damage caused by other activity, and do not
damage fishing gear or obstruct fishing activity to an unrea-
sonable extent.

Main safety functions

13. (1) A contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in petroleum activity shall define the main safety
functions in a clear manner for each individual petroleum facility to
ensure personnel safety and prevent pollution.
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(2) For a petroleum facility which is permanently manned, the
contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any other person
engaged in a petroleum activity shall maintain the following main safety
functions in the event of an accident situation:

(a) prevention of the escalation of accident situations to
ensure that personnel outside the immediate accident area
are not injured;

(b) maintenance of the integrity of load-bearing structures until
the petroleum facility has been evacuated,

(¢) protection of rooms of significance to combat accidents so
that the rooms remain operative until the petroleum facility
has been evacuated;

(d) protection of the secured areas of the petroleum facility so
that the areas remain intact until the petroleum facility has
been evacuated; and

(e) maintenance of at least one escape route from every area
where personnel are found until evacuation to the safe areas
of the petroleum facility and rescue of personnel have been
completed.

Safety functions
14. (1) A contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or any
other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall equip petroleum
facilities with the necessary safety functions that can at all times
(a) detect abnormal conditions;
(b) prevent abnormal conditions from developing into hazard
and accident situations; and
(c) limit the damage caused by accidents.

(2) The contractor, sub-contractor, licensee, the Corporation or
any other person engaged in a petroleum activity shall
(a) specify the performance requirements for safety functions;
and -
(h) make the status of safety functions available in the central
control room,
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